COMMUNITY UPDATE COVID-19
January 27, 2021:
The Town of Mansfield continues its community update on our website with our up to date
information and important tips for the public as it relates to the COVID-19 pandemic. For
more complete information, please see the town coronavirus webpage.

• As of today, please see the below chart that represents our communities
COVID-19 relates cases:
Mansfield Covid-19 Workflow

#

Positive COVID-19 under isolation

146

Positive Cases recovered

1036

Total tested positive since beginning:

1204

Mansfield Community Designation Level

Red

Covid-19 Related Deaths

(updated 1/27 08:00)

Red-higher risk
Yellow- moderate risk
Green- lower risk

22

Last Covid death in Mansfield 01/15/21

Results from August 27, 2020 to January 21, 2021

Weekly increase in COVID-19 cases in Mansfield
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Results through January 20, 2021

• Visiting a restaurant or bar
The COVID-19 pandemic has been stressful and isolating for many people. Many go to
restaurants and bars to enjoy a meal without having to cook, to connect with friends and
family, and to support businesses that are an important part of many communities.
However, visiting bars and restaurants can increase you risk of getting and spreading COVID-19.
Why Visiting Restaurants and Bars May Increase Risk
In a recent study, scientists found that adults with positive COVID-19 test results were twice as
likely to have reported dining at a restaurant than those with negative COVID-19 test
results. There are many factors that may explain why going to restaurants and bars increases
your risk of getting and spreading COVID-19:
Wear masks when less than 6 feet apart from other people or indoors
•
•

People from different households are gathering in the same space.
Eating and drinking requires the removal of a mask.

•

•
•
•

If eating indoors, ventilation flow in restaurants and bars can cause droplets to spread at
distances greater than 6 feet. Poor ventilation can also increase risk as it may cause the
virus to accumulate in the air.
Physical distancing of at least 6 feet is often difficult to maintain in restaurants and bars.
People need to talk louder in restaurants and bars to hear one another. This can
contribute to the production of more virus aerosols.
Use of alcohol may alter judgment and make it more difficult for people to practice
COVID-19 safety measures.

While the safest way to enjoy and support restaurants and bars is to take out food and eat it
at home with people who live with you, there are ways that you can go to a restaurant and bar
and still reduce your risk of getting and spreading COVID-19.
Check the restaurant’s or bar’s COVID-19 prevention practices before you go
•

•
•

•

Check if outdoor seating is available and if options allow groups to be at least 6 feet
apart from one another. If a tent is set-up outdoors, make sure that at least one side is
open or rolled up. An enclosed tent is like eating indoors.
Avoid busy times of day or night. It’s safest to visit when fewer people are at the
restaurant or bar.
Check the restaurant or bar’s website and social media to see if you feel comfortable
with their COVID-19 safety guidelines. Guidelines should require both staff and patrons
to wear masks while not eating or drinking. Check if menus are available online or via
app for safer ordering. Call if the posted information is unclear or if you have questions.
Find out if valet parking is required or if you can self-park. If valet is the only option, it’s
best to leave your windows open and let your car air out for at least 15 minutes after
the valet returns your car to you.

Take steps to protect yourself at the restaurant or bar
•

•
•

•

Eat outdoors, if possible. You are less likely to get or spread COVID-19 during outdoor
activities. Look for seating options that are outside and have proper ventilation of
outdoor air, such as tents that have open doors or rolled up sides.
Wear masks at all times, both indoors and outdoors, except when you are actively
eating or drinking. Masks help protect both you and those around you.
Avoid crowds and sit at tables spaced at least 6 feet apart from people you don’t live
with, both indoors and outdoors. If you are standing, stay at least 6 feet apart from
those who do not live with you.
Limit alcohol consumption. Consuming alcohol may make you less likely to follow
COVID-19 safety measures.

•

•
•

Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds before eating and when
exiting the restaurant or bar. If soap and water are not readily available, use hand
sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.
Ask for individual condiment and salt and pepper packets, as the condiments on the
table may not be cleaned between patrons.
Minimize the time you spend in the restaurant or bar. The longer you stay, the more you
increase your risk.

•

Current Status of Vaccination Priority Groups

•

How to Get a Vaccine

Individuals with questions about how to get a vaccine should follow these steps:
1. Visit mass.gov/COVIDvaccine to find your phase and priority group
2. If you are eligible: use mass.gov/COVIDVaccineMap to find a vaccine clinic near you
3. Make an appointment online and fill out the attestation form

COVID-19 Vaccine in Massachusetts
COVID-19 Vaccine Frequently Asked Questions

